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Soeeenain 
We are again under obligations to | 


Mol. H. W. Childs, for Legislative docu- 
ments. 
Also, to J. B. Jervis, Esq. for the Re- 
port of the Water Commissioners. 
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INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN NEW-YORK. 

Much as we have seen and heard of | 
the rapid advance of our neighboring | 
State of Pennsylvania in the cause of | 
Internal Improvements, and often as we | 
have foretold the’ advantage and profit 
about to result to her, and the loss and 
detriment to us, we were hardly prepa- 
red for the numerical, statements, that 
reeently fell under our notice, by which 
we found that the shipping in Philadel- 
phia has nearly doubled during the past 
year, while the revenue received in this 
port has fallen off most. fearfully. The 
statement in Mr. Scoles’ Report, whieh | 
we pudlish on another page, shows the 
same result in the revenue derived from 
Internal Improvements. ‘* While the tolls 
of Pennsylvania have increased one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven thousand , five hun- 
dred and fifty-four dollars, those of our 
own State have diminished to the amount 
of two hundred and seventeen thousand, 
three hundred and thirty-six dollars, and ,, 
the annual receipts from her public works. 
and those of private companies exceed our) y 
own by half a million.” 


‘This does not look much like, the | 
« Eunpire State.” 
denied, that our 
off fii u9 in eveera 


RIOR BD 





| railroads, to which were referred a num- 


hn foct spent tm ; 


ness which has been the source of ailend jnal. i 


prosperity. Of whatuse to ws aré watu- 
raladvantages, if we do fiot follow them 
up by an intelligent and enterprising 
system of Improvements ? 

If natural. advantages, such as those 
of location, climate, &c., are to be solely 
relied upon, the Indians on the Pacitic 
might indulge.a reasonable hope of ob- 


'taining and holdiug. to. ourexclusion, 


the whole China and Pacifie trade. 

New-York can and must maintain her 
superiority in public works, or she must 
yield it in commerce, in agriculture, and 
manufactures, 





REPORT 


‘of the Committee on Railroads, upon 
several petitions for legislative. aid to 
the Canajoharie ‘and “Catskill Rail: 
road Company. 


Mr. Scoles, from the committee on 


ber.of petitions of inhabitants.of several 
counties of this-State, praying for legis- 
lative aid to enable the Canajobarie and 
Catskill railroad company to bring their 
work to a speedy completion, reports i-= } 


That your committée are of opinion, 
that among the subjects which should | 
command the attention, and call forth the’ 
energies of the state of New-York, with] 
her large, increasing, enterprising popu- 
lation, her exhaustless resources, and 
unrivalled commercial advantages; ene 
of the first and most important, is that of, 
Internat. IupRrovements. It must be/a 
conceded with whatever reluctance, that 
this subject has not received from for: 
mer Legislatures, a due degree of atten. 
tion and encouragement. ‘The efforts of] 
the State of New-York have not been 
commensurate with her own necessities 
‘and her obvious advantages, nor i ‘ac- 





thing 


cordanive with the active spirit and indi- without at 
pe em ay of her population: ; 
| mov 
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sores the Erie. Canal ;_ 
work, | f Raw! of 

which wall pr preserve to distant ty, 
the name -fusd the Hist ie india = 
whose, keen sagacity, sound judgment. 
and fostering perseverance, ‘2 original 
design and its final suceess_ are mainly 


attributable; since the completign of 
that great work. we ‘ask, what has been 
done towards the full developement of 
our manifold resources, the increase. of 
the facilities of internal communication, 
and the expansion of the meanis of | mer- 
cantile enterprize?. What has been 
done towards stimulatin and rewarding 
within the range of our a ility, the active 
industry of all classes of our people, and 
fairly testing the unequalled capabilities 
of our State? We answer, compara- 
tively nothing. Have any great works 
of internal improvement been projected 
by the “ Empire State,” in demonstra- 
tion of her wisdom and foresight? Has 
any judicious plan of general benefit been 
presented by her Legislatures to the con- 
sideration of the people? Has any 


‘| Promptiess of co-operation, any liberal- 


ity of appropriation encouraged the ef- 
Horts an pi | the sphere of indivi- 
dual exertion? To all these inquiries, 
the same uniform, unvarying answer 
must be given. has done compara- 


tively n nu nothing to what she 
pes an Ss to fy done ; nothing 
‘compared. ¥ igs an other States have 
done and are 

While New 2 Naa me been thus su- 
pine and i rent to her own interest, 


what has been the course of porel, 
adopted and pursued by other State: 
Diametrically the reverse. at the 
propriations made by the States of 
Marples land, South Carolin and 4 
Lith at eh those of the Western States. In- 
diana settin apart mil s of dollars 
fn nts ; Prove ro 
iations; apd the 
aa, pledging 
















ents of legislation hive not. satis: tie 6 ne 


| fied the wishes, nor realize d the ex 
tions’ of the ce ibid J ¥ 

































































rved the arm of individual 
entail tad in ‘ali 
gerness of competition; which is 
the life spring of trade, and the fertile 
source of wealth and prosperity. Since 
the year 1825, Pennsylvania has expend- 
ed from lier treasury for railroads ard’ 
canals, the sim of twenty-five million’ 
of dollars. “Their aggregate length, in: 
cluding those ‘constructed by the 
aid by private companies, ‘apptoach 
néarly td an éXtent’ of two thousand | 


miles. She br eg Ai Ogres, a 
- communication from her only port on 
Lake Erie, intersecting ler great line of 


internal improvethents; ‘this, together 
with her continuous line of canals and’ 
railroads, between Philadelphia ‘and’ 
Pittsburgh, aims at diverting from us our 
southern and western trade: and her 
chief magistrate, in’ his annual message, 
confidently prognosticates, ‘that “ the 
completion of the Erie extension to the 
noble harbor of Erie, will give Pennsyl- 
vania the undisputed command of the 
lake trade.” That same message also 
gives us the unwelcome ‘imformation, 
that while the tolls of Pennsylvania have 
the last yeat incréased oné hundred and 
thirty-seven thousand, five hundred and 
fifty-four dollars, those of our own State 
have diminished to the amount of two 
hundred and seventeen thousand, three 
hundred and thirty-six dollars : and that 
the annual receipts from her public 
works and those of private companies 
exceed our own by halfa million. With 
a quick perception of her interest, anda 
prompt and apr | application of the ne- 
cegsary means apm. it, Pennsyl- 
vania has proceeded onward ; teins To 
requisition every mode in which her 
internal improvements could be efficient- 
ly encouraged and their completion se- 
cured ; constructing railroads and canals 
herself, and loaning her funds to incor. 
porated companies; guaranteeing to 
the stockholders an interest on their in- 
vestments,; and requiring as a condition 
for granting a charter to the greatest 









monied., institution of the big a 
large direct bonus appropriated to her 
‘ ‘Ate Sa i. GS bi EE Le? a0 
public works, and a liberal ibscription 
to private companies in erery section of 

the Gees os cet tes patie 










in: | 
"public: 


enduring every v. of commercial 
TEiicmokedoket at peloner? 
le ra at and pecuniary 
distress, she is rejoicing in the cheerful 
-hum.of business, displaying the life and 
animation of universal activity, and look- 
ing forward with reasonable well ground- 
ed hope ‘to: the profitable:returns of an 
extended cohimercial intercourse, and 
the steady-employment-of~her working 
ds not.this picture of Pennsylvanian 
enterprise and prosperity, this. acknow- 
ledgment of her ambitious aims and 
coufident expectation, amply sufficient 
to rouse New York from her long, her 
deep, and her destructive slumber? How 
long will she remain thus inactive ? Until 
her internal commerce is taken from her, 
her western and southern trade diverted 
into those channels which Pennsylvania 
has ‘prepared for it; the empire State 
rendered tributary: to one far inferior 
to herself in. natural advantages; and 
her own great city, the commercial 
emporium of the western world, so fallen 
from its high estate, as to be to Philadel- 
phia “‘ what Hava is to Paris’—a mere 
‘port of entry? Is she willing that Phil- 
adelphia shall be “ the great distributing 
city of the union,” and be. hailed here- 
after, and, that ere long, as the metropolis 
“ef the richest and most prosperous 
of the States?’ Will the great State of 
New York remain inactive in the slumber 
af forgetfulness, until she wakes and finds 
herself in the condition of an inferior? 
Is she content to be thus “ shorn of her 
strength,” without a struggle ? Will she 
tamely resign her boasted sceptre of 
supremacy, without making a single 
effort'to retain it? And will her legisia- 
turé—will those who should be her 
prompt and_ faithful sentinels, remain 
passive and indifferent to her wants and 
her danger—taking no steps to relieve 
the one, and giving their constituents 
‘no intimation of the other? We trust 
not, We believe that the time has 
arrived, When we may embark in the 
, good cause of internal improvements, so 
long and so injuriously neglected, with 
| the firm conviction that it will meet with 
general approbation, and be crowned 
with triumphant success. The people 
from every part of our State call upon 
-us to press onward. . They believe inter- 
nal improvements are necessary to re- 


7 


ibe- | lieve their distress, to revive the drooping 


| spirit: of. trade, to_give employment. to 


|those who need it,.and. to circulate, 


« 















\d| through the community those moneys 
ex.| which are now locked up in ihe coffers 
+ 2 caplapiad fon ain-ol soe apnrepriaie, 
1] channels in whiich they would find their| 
ing from a destitution of employment. 





upon us to do what calm consideration 
and careful investigation convince us, is 


both my nd necessary, 
. But wi ile we are decidedly in favor of 


a liberal and enlightened policy upon the 
subject.of internal improvements, (which 
all experience teaches us to be the only 
true one,) we would at the same time 
avoid every thing which could justly 
bring upon us the imputation of extra- 
vagance, or which would indicate the 
least inclination for{improvident expen- 
diture.. We would be liberal but pru- 
dent; so cautiously and. discreetly sha- 
ping our measures, as not needlessly..to 
conflict or interfere with any well con- 
sidered policy of the State. 

In considering the various works, of 
internal improvement rendered necessary 
by our wants, and the rival efforts of our 
neighbours, the railroads leading through 
our territory, strike us as peculiarly im- 
portant, overcoming as they do the evils” 
incident to the severity of our winters,» 
and affording the benefit of their unpan™ 
alleled celerity of communication, when 
other roads are impeded by the snows, 
and the canals are frozen up for several 
months. Among the railroads which 
may justly claim the highest degree of 
our attention and encouragement, are 
all those which form a chain of commu- 
nication between the extremities of our 
State. Each ofthese railroads, whatever 
its abstract extent, becomes of impor- 
tance-when viewed with a reference to 
that great. whole of which it constitutes 
a part; and as such, it presents an un- 
dertaking of general utility, and worthy 
of the public assistance. The Canajo-\ 
harie and Catskill railroad, now making 
application for such public assistance in 
the shape of a loan from the State, is one 
of the most iraportant of the links in that 
chain of communication to which we 
have referred. 

Oar State is probably not yet prepared 
to imitate the example of Pennsylvania, 
so far as.to take upon herself the sole 
construction of works,which, extensive in 
the range of their utility and benefit, are 
yet startling from their magnitude.— 
Where works of this character have been 
commenced by individual energy and en- 
terprise, your committee would recom- 
mend the extension of such assistance by 
the State as may be necessary to prevent 
the delay, and insure the success of the 
undértaking. When meritorious works 
of more limited usefulness are commen- 


.ced.ot contemplated, and the aid of the 


State may be essential to their comple- 


}tion, we would not desire to see that 


néedful-aid withheld. While we would 
inize ful eye, and its merits 
atfict investigation, we would 


“marrow parsimonious 


q 
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. ¢~ Zour committee have noi 
. recommending to the Lesislature to ex+ 
, (pose the. people of this State to any tax- 
.-qation for the purpose of carrying ‘out 
ewhat they believe to~be the ‘great ‘a 
mecessary policy- of internal’ improv 
» nents. By assisting: mcorporated com-) 
» panies with moderate loans, taking such} 
mortgages upon their roads as shall be 
justly deemed an adequate and sufficient 
. seéurity ; the State having no concern im 
the profit or loss;need make no expen- 
ditures, and willrun novrisk. It will be 
_a@ mere substitution of the credit of the 
State for that of the companies ; and if, 
,assyour committee would recommend, 
the premium which’ may be obtained 
. upon the sales of State stock created for 
this purpose, is required to be paid by 
the companies to: the State, for the in- 
crease of the school fund, or some other 
public appropriation of equal importance, 
@ benefit may be derived to the State 
from this speciesof negociation, separate 
and distinct from that which will flow to 
weher citizens as the necessary operation 
* of valuable internal improvements. 

By a policy, liberal but judicious— 
encouraging, yet prudent and discrimi- 
nating, your committee believe that new 
avenues will be opened to commercial 
enterprise ; unknown and unappreciated 
sources of wealth will offer themselves to 
youthful activity and ambition; a new 
vitality will be infused into parts of our 
country now lying inert and dormant, 
because their resources have never been 
developed, or from the absence of a 
market for their products; a healthy 
animation will be diffused throughout 
our community; the wheels of business 
will be set in motion; the laborer will | 
find employment; the trader, the jobber, | 
the importer, the manufacturer, and the 
mechanic—all will participate in one 
common benefit; and the cheerful aspect 
and improved cendition of our population 
will be hailed as the harbinger of return- 
ing prosperity. 

Your committee will not undertake to 
say what would be, in every instance, the 
most judicious mode of extending relief 
to such incorporated companies as may 
petition for it; but asa general rule, they 
are inclined respectfully to recommend, 
that in works of minor importance, at 
least, the State should yield its aid in the 
shape of loans, taking, as security, mort- 
gages upon the property of the compa- 
nies, in preference to becoming con- 

~ nected with such companies in the capa. 
city of stockholder. 

As these preliminary observations up- 
on that course of general policy on the 
subject of internal improvements, which 
appears to them just-and prudent, and 
the adoption of which by the Legislature 
they most respectfully recommend, your. 
committee wauld direct the attention of | 








the House to the particular subject of the | this company, clearly dhdicate the | 


application now under consideration, 









of iron turning-plates, which were to be 
furnished by'the company. Nearly the 
whole ‘of the land required for the use of 
the company has. been obtained by gra- 
tuitods releases, Far a fall-statement of 
the cost of the road; its probable value; 
and amountof income, its suffieiency as 
a security to the State, and its usefulness 
and importance as an internal improve 
ment, your committee ask Icave to refer 
the House tothe reports of Judge Wright 
and Ephraim Beach, Esq., which your 
committee have annexed to this report. 

The work has been and is still in pro- 
gress, but owing to the uuparalleled pres- 
sure of the times, the pecuniary-distress, 
and the utter prostration of every branch 
of business, many of the holders of the 
stock of this company, as has'been the 
case with those of nearly if not of all the 
other companies, could net promptly 
pay the calls made upon them ; and al- 
though several have recently paid, yet 
owing to the circumstances, mentioned, 
it is believed that the company will not 
be able to proceed and complete their 
work as speedily as the great interests 
of an important and neglected section of 
the State demand. 

Your committee are also fully per- 
suaded that other and still more impor- 
tant interests than those of the section 
through which this road is to pass, and 
intimately connected therewith... That 
inasmuch as the road terminates at a 
point on the Erie canal, west of what is 
called the Nose, where the canal is'closed 
by ice earlier in the fall, and opens later 
in the spring than elsewhere, much 
property which otherwise must remain 
behind for months, would pass upon this 
road to Catskill and thus find its wa 
directly to the city of New-York ; while 
property on its way to the west, would be 
landed at Catskill, and by this road, 
speedily reach Canajoharie, and arrive 
at its destination, which must otherwise 
await the opening of the canal in. the 
spring. This avenue must also prove 
essentially convenient and beneficial to 
those both in the west and in the city of 
New-York, who are interested in the 
transportation of property whenever the 
navigation of thecanal may be obstructed’ 
east of the western termination. 

Your committee would further observe, 
that numerous railroads, turnpikes, and | 
other roads gre now open, in progress of 
construction, and in contemplation, to 
connect with this road. Several ofthem 
are already chartered, and applications 


et 


for others. are now upon your table. — | the c: 


These, together with the numefous peti: | 9 
tions from many and distant counties of | 
the State in, favor of the application of 








mation in which this project is held, and 





road, ean scareely fail to-secure-to 
stockholders a sure and sali 
Insupport of this epimiony your 
committee will here introduce.an extract 
fronva letter written: to the president of 
the company, by W jeune MeNeib,:Esq., 
eivil engineer, -after having 
country, with a view to obtain therequi- 
site information, to enable him to.decide 
upon the propriety of prosecuting. this 
work. ‘* The. question, then,. it. would 
seem to. me, is rather the amount.oftrade 
to be expected, than, the efficiency and 
reasonable cost of the proposed road.— 
Looking .at the fertility. and. extent of 
country that would usually seek 
as an avenue to market, J wou 
advance the opinion that it could : 
fail to be profitable, even should it,divert 
no portion of the trade ofthe Erie.canal.” 
It is also a.circumstance, worthy of re- 
membrance, that.at the date of this letter, 
(June 4, 1§31,) it was not expected that 
a route could be discovered requiring less 
than seven planes to be overcome, only 
by the applicatien of stationary power, 
whereas no such power will be necessary 
on the route now selected. 

The Unadilla and Schoharie rail-toad 
company were chartered, and their road 
surveyed some time since. 
through Susquehanna, Schenevous, and 
Cobbleskill valleys, a most fertile section 
of the State, from Schoharie to Nineyeh, 
or Bettsburgh,connecting the New-York 
and Erie railroad with this work. 
important and necessary avenue cannot 
be constructed, or if constructed, must be 
useless, without the Canajoharie. and 
ad. Your committee are 
at an examination, of, the 
map must satisfy the House that the ne- 
cessity and importance of this work i 
such, that the interest and prosp of 
the whole State requires that 
not be delayed. sha 

Your committee find, by refers 
the report of the chief engineer, th 
amount expended by the Cane 
and Catskill company, ‘includ 
and timber purchased, but not yet us 
their petition by $2640 

7 ‘of which has been expended s 
portion the date of the tina 


rther consideration, 
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: per 8 
_of materials purchased and 


*" ait early cOmmencement’ and vigorous 


‘observe, that the section of the State 


ze 


' mation of your committee, oucht to be 
' wafffcient to incline the house to listen 


ft 


tee do fete filly Fg that the 
a ite amount of three hundred thou- 
~ EDs ‘be lod by the: Siaty 


Rh ace ay Fy , veer 
“a8 are particule Aone lt 
& 1 . Jeave to ST f 


‘expensive twelve 


ie 
: Br chit n that the Canajoharie and Cat- 


on, and notwit 


graded for the reception of 


the superstructure ; om the: west nine | 


miles considerable grading is done ; the | 
eastern six miles of superstructure are 


on hand; one 

: 1 and two transportation: cars 
' Cites purchased, and are used on the 
six miles completed.” 


»s¢Conld ample fands be procured for 


‘osecution of the work in the spring, I 

jave no doubt but it may'be completed 
if two years; and probably (should the 
season prove favourable) in time to do 
some of the fall business of 1839. The 
iniportante of facilitating this work, and 
ofenlarzing the plan'‘for a double track, 
is téo well known and appreciated by 
nse T address, to require from 
me ‘any fiirther comment.” Your com- 
mittee annex to their report, the estimate 
of expenditares furnished by the chief 
engineer. 


In conclusion your committee, would 


which now. comes forward with an appli- 
cation for assistance, has_never . partici- 
ted in the benefits of its munificence, 
population have given their counte. 
nance and support to great works which 
have extensively enriched, others, and 
are justly regarded as the pride of the 
State ; but upon them and their inter- 
ests, those works have invariably opera- 
ted most injuriously. By a little exercise 
of candid investigation, it will be disco- 
vered that the village of Catskill has had 
diverted from her maiket by our im. 


ore ? D : x 


bled tostate, that the eastern and most | 
miles of theroad are |. 


rge quantities |’. 
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inclu 
dor 2d veddor | BRO6S 60 
do .. 8d «indo | sede: 14}409 64 
ido. 4th doin Octsest, 6,272 09 
odo Sth’ « do! do: 6,327 75 
do. 6th. do: do 1,825) 53 
do Tih do do 3,666° 67 
do 8th. do do 4,063 34 
do %h do do 1,940 00 
do 10th do. do 3,056 67 
do llth -de» » do 6,644 47 
do. 12th do‘ do 8,681 34 
do 13 to 21m. inclusive 7,848 50 


For six miles superstructure, 
(exclusive of iron plates,) 15,000 00 

250 tons iron plates, &c. 

purchased and de- 





hivered, 17,500 00 
Bal. of Smith & Bost- 
wick, timber purchas’d 5,264 30 
* Boyd, $2,437.20, Hol- 
ters, $5,196, Danforth, 
$1.218.80—= 8,852 00 
Ties at Cairo, $1,500, 
Canajoharie, © $600, 
Springfield, $800;— 2,900 00 
One passenger and two 
transportation: cars, 1,500 00 
Expenses of engineering 
department, 79,526 65 
$161,460 21 
For original surveys, costs 
and expenses of procuring 
right of way, &c., 15,000 00 





ee 


$176,460 21 
Eru. Beacu, Engineer. 
Thos. B. Cooke, Esq. President. 
Note, —The amount for “‘ original sur. 





provements, a large portion, perhaps two- 
thirds of that business, which would oth- 
erivise of necessity have found its way to 
it. | This consideration alone, in the esti- 


‘favourably to ‘the prayer of the peti- 
tioners- oes 
“For the reasons which your committee 
above set forth, and from the full 
“skill Railroad is a work of necessity to 
One section of the State, and of value to 
the whole, your. committee are desirous 
t it should be uigs? forward with all 
convenieni speed to ils final completion; 
and as it appears from their investigation, 
that this cannot-be accomplished without 
the assistance of the State, your commit- 






veys. costs and expenses of procunng 

right of way, dc.” was communicated 

to me by the treasurer of the company. 
E.. B. 

Letter -from Ephraim Beach, Engineer. 
february 10, 1838. 

Hon. Tuos. B.C ooxe, President Cana- 

joharie and Catskill railroad eompany. 

Str :—In compliance with ‘your re- 
quest to be furnished with a statement of 
the extent, probable cost, value and im- 
portance of the contemplated Canajoha- 
rie-and Catskill railroad in the absence of 
documents necessary to present the sub- 
ject in detail, I) beg leave to submit the 
following general statement. 

The Canajoharie and Catskill railroad, 
when completed; will be about seventy 
miles in length } its cost, if graded and 
completed ‘with a single track, will be 
about $750,000 ; to which add for depots, 
oars, &c.,; to prepare the road for success- 


| ful:operation, $150,000; aggregate cost 


for single track and: road, $900,000 ; if 








for a.doutle track and completed 


aded 
tA yithed singlpteneli? abot: 91,000,000 ; 
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‘ofthis road: runs though a 


ertilevarid densely populated district of 


ountry, rich-in‘agricuhtural and meeha- 
abiqeadotin iedipunsioniog villages-are 
ituated in the-vicinity and along the line, 
within fiom four to six miles of each other, 
the-wholevextent; which now, with their 
}products: find: their: way to market: by 
teams, for» which this road, when eom- 
pleted, ‘will be the main channel of ¢om- 
munication ; the business of which alone 
would atford a rich profit upon an invest- 
ment necessary: forthe construction of a 
single track railroad. And when we con- 
sider the extent of country to be aceom- 
modated by this road, the immense tan- 
neries, and: other manufacturing estab- 
lishments im the counties of Greene, 
Schoharie, Delaware and Otsego, it be- 
ing the most convenient communication 
to. market. for the: upper valley of the 
Susquehanna. Add to which, the pros- 
pect of a speedy communication with 
the soubern tier of counties of this State, 
by the New York and Erie railroady ¢on- 
nected with this by the Unadilla a 

Schoharie. Also, the: probable diversion 
of business from the Erie eanal, when the 







Jeastern section is choked by the influx of 


produce from the west. ‘Also, late in 
the fall and early in the spring, when the 
navigation of the Erie canal is closed by 
ice east of the intersection of this road, 
and open west of it, we are admonished 
of the propriety of grading for a double 
track, with the view of being prepared to 
accomedate the wants of the public by 
constructing a second immediately after 
the first is put in successful operation. 

From the above, some faint idea may 
be formed of its “ value and importance.” 
When to the extensive district to be im- 
mediately accommodated, we add the 
more distant and extensive districts, the 
produce of which will be brought upon 
this by: intersecting railroads, making 
this the main channel of communication, 
not a.doubt can exist but that the stock 
of the Canajoharie and Catskill railroad 
will be-profitable ;, hence it will be good 
security for the investment necessary for 
its construction, 

lt will be observed, that the estimate 
of the cost, of this road is much Jess than 
the cost.of any other railroad of equal 
extent that bas been constructed in this 
State. The .seasons are, first:: The 
lands necessary for the road are princi. 
pally gratuitously given, consequently no 
estimate is made fordamages. Second : 
The line generally runs in. the direction 
of the streams following their. valleys ; ve. 
ry few ridges are to be crossed requiring 
deep excavations, or valleys requiring 
heavy embankments. Yours, &c, 

. Eruram Beacu, Engineer. 

Litter from Benj. Wright, Engineer. 
Taos B. Cooxe, Esq. President Cat- 

skill and joharie railroad.’ 


' 





"Dear Sir :—Having been employed 
and associated with Capt. Net as 

















em well ac 


knowning to all the facts a& stated by 
Major Beach, in the — paper, as 
he was the engineer in 1831, aad passed 
over the whole Jing, and is new perenne 

engineer on this work, wr 

Ln the course of my duty. inguanining 
the route of the road at the periott before 
named, I became satisfied of the great 
importance of this improvement, and its 
superior advantages by the main linc and 
branches, to accommodate.the various 
caunties on the Scoharie and Susquehan- 
na sivers and its tributaries, and which I 
can say will be better accommodated by 
this. work than by any other which can 
be devised. 


{ concur fully in the statement herein 
given’ by Major Beach, in his views. of 
the cust of the road, and also as to its 
profits; and subscribetoall his statements 
from my knowledge of the facte, 

Very respectfully, your ob’t. servant, 

Bens. Wricur, Civil Evgineer. 

February i0th, 1838. 


An Act to aid in the Construction of the 
Canajoharie and Catskill Railroad. 


The people of the State of New York, 
represented in Senate and Assembly, do 
enact as follows : 


Section 1, Whenever the Canajuoha- 

rie and Catskill Railroad Company shall 
have eapended one hundred thousand 
dollars in the construction of their road, 

and shall produce io the comptroller sat- 
isfactory evidence thereof, by the affida- 
vits of their chief, or other principal en- 
gineer, and two of the directors of the 
said company, and by the affidavits of 
such other engineers, directors or agents 
of the said company, as the cornptroller 
shall reasonably require, he shall issue 
and deliver to the said company special 
certificates of stock to the amount of one 
hundred thousand dollars, bearing an in- 
terest of five per cent., payable quarter 
yearly. And whenever and as often as 
the said company shall have in like man- 
ner expended the further sum of fifty 
thousand dollars, and’ shall produce the 
like evidence thereof to the comptroller, 
he ‘shall issue and deliver to the said 
company like certificates of stock for the 
sum of fifty thousand dollars, until he 
shall have issued and delivered said com- 
pany such stock, to the amount of and 
novexceeding in the aggregate, the sum 
of three hundred thousand dollars. 

§ 2. No part of the said stock shall be 
delivered to the sdid ¢om any, until the 
aceéptance thereof shall be signified to 
the comptroller, by the filing’in his office 
of'a certificate of such acceptance under 


thé corporate seal of the compan and the 
signature of their president. f 


"$3. Each certificate of 3 accep nce, 80 
eciited and filed as ro atl 


d in the office of 


ripe no shall teoup bah 
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as afo: 


§ 4. Phe said'stock’ shall 'be’ denomi- | 


nated Phe Canajoharie and ‘Catsk 
Railroad State Stuck,” and the faith a 


credit of the people of this state are here - | 


by pledged for the payment of the inter- 
est and the redemption of the principal 
thereof. 

§5. The sail stock shalt ba isstiéd in 
certificates not exceeding one thousand 
dollars each in amount, payable to the 
said company or their order, and may be 
assigned and transferred by the said com- 
puny om books to be kept for that pur- 
pose at such bank as the comptroller may 
select, in the city of New York. or such 
other place in the said city as the Legis- 
lature shall at any time direct. 

§ 6. The said stock shall be reimburs- 
able at the pleasure of the Legislature, 
at any time after twenty years from the 
date of the respective issues thereof ; and 
the interest thereon shall be payable 
quarterly at the office of transfer, on thie 
first days of Jawaary, April, July and 
October, in each and every year. 

§7. The said company shall, within 
three months after the receipt of the re- 
spective certificates for the several in- 
stalments af said stock, sell the same un- 
der the direction of the comptroller, at 
public auction in the city of New York, 
giving at least three weeks previous no- 
tice of the time and place of such sale in 
the state paper, and in two of the daily 
papers published in the city of New York; 
and the premium raised on any sale of 
the said stock, shall be paid into the trea. 
sury, for the use of the school fund. 

§ 8 Ifthe stock, or any part thereof, 
when offered for sale within the time 
above limited for that purpose, shall not 
be saleable at par, the said oatomctlies 
with the advice and consent of the 
troller, defer the sale thereof for wa" 
other time as, by the comptroller, may 
be deemed expedient, 

§.9. The said company shall make 
provision for the punctual redemption of 
the said stock, and for the punctual pay- 
ment of the interest which shall aecrue 
thereon, in such manner as to exonerate 
the treasury of this state from any. advan- 
ces of money for that purpose; and the 
tolls‘and income which shall accrue from 
the use of the said road, when the same 
or any part thereof shall 'be constructed, 
after paying repairs and the necessary 
expenses of conducting the business 
thereof, shall be, and dre hereby, pledged 
for the payment of said interest. 

§ 10. No partof the stock. so author- 


ised as aforesaid, shall be issued to the | « 
said company. untilefull and satisfactory 
| comple and have been given to the 
Bloet approved by the attor- 
be | ney-general, that no, prior lien or incum- 

















vertisement t 
week in, 
lic newspa ) he 
York ; at “jn the same ¢ 
sale, for the use dip to ine 
subject to such, dis ‘in i ee 
the ra eb mein I 
ture may thereaniee saat 


THE ‘INTERIOR DF Levan weet 
Translated Srom the Courier des etats ‘Unie, 
“(Continued from p “640. ) 
This class’ df ‘within, is filled ¢ 
by those upon the spot} very few 
eigners embrace: this rofession, Ww. 
could it be ot fletwite't One can Arce: 
ly believe re the daily salary of the mi- 
nér Farely &xceeds the rate oF, two frances 
and art it is for so trifling a sum that hi 
subjects himself to privation and unhea 
of fatigues ; that he “exposes himself to. 
dangers of every Kind, and to numer 
chances of violent death. . 
When’ he ‘works, he ‘has for soit 
only a shirt ‘and trowsers of bluejclot 
open upon the breast, and the lode a 
whicit are raised to the sho houlder ; 
of iron, wooden shoes and no srobuing 
The whole of his body is covered wit 
coat of thick and’ muddy ‘soot, wh 
leaves open to Sight orly eyes made 
by incessant labor, and between his | 
teeth white enough to excite envy it 
woman." “The layer“ of coal is not’ 
than three feet-in thickness ; it is sladoet, 
as high as the gallery. He extends hime 
self face downwards, digs a furrow as 
deep as the layer, while ‘uttering si 
which tear his breast; like'a baker knead- 
ing: By the aid ofa wedge that he 
buries to its depth “with tremendoug 
blows-of a club, he succeeds in detach= 
ing fror it lencraboas frag ments ; 
piratiow bathes his forehead, all lis 
tremble; his body’is often ever’ bruised © 
in many ' places by blows from a mass of 
coal, or some splinters which have reach: 
ed him, but there is ho cession; he has 
under his eyes @ rigid’ and pitiless over — 
seer. There isa workman ctrosen 
the oldest and: most ‘experienced to su- 
perintend the wark. They give him the 
name of governor. ‘This chief, almost 
as absolute asa captain on Board ship, has i 
not the habit of spoiliig by excess of 
indulger.ce his subordinates:so lately his’ 













equals, Some of the workmen called 


drawers carry-away the coal ag fast as it 

is ‘broken up, in carts or in a 

are loaded upon their backs. 3 
The general work in ther mine is. ine 














terrupted..one-hour in the day ; it is the 
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Des which throw, 
ustures and candelabra of our 
opera; a magnificent apartment, but 
where it is impossible to remain standing. 
All the miners seat themselves upon the 
damp ground in a circle, suspend their 
“Tk id draw their provi- 
their sacks, Alas, with the 
rivial wages that are given, one may 
judge of the quality of their repast ; it 
consists almost always of brown bread, 
nilk, and cheese. Wine is an object of 
iry; if any one, among them have 
aaah with them by, chance, . the 
ruit of their savings, or a present from 
ir wives frora some anniversary, do 
not think that they reserve it for them- 
selves alone ; they offer it, to their com- 
rades, and each bottle passes.from hand 
to hand around the circle;—each one 
drinking and giving it up to his neighbor, 
each one wiping his mouth. with his 
thamb ; for their exists among miners au 
equality of affection as great as between 
brothers, and; as we have said, they 
never call one, another by any. other 
name, There is something noble and 
touching in this simplicity of name. 
-» Je is ia the midst of these’ brave peo- 
ple, more than in the bosom of our proud 
cities, more than in the counting houses 
and saloons of the happy people of our 
time, the privileged of society, it is in the 
midst of these. poor. workmen, we say, 
that.we find the spontaneous and disin- 
terested tice of the two most beauti- 
ful precepts. of the Gospel, labor: and 
charity: |How many virtues, how many 
acts of courage, self-denial and devotion 
have. remained buried in these depths, 
where they flourish and the-world will 
‘always be ignorant of it! The cloister 
have had/their: chronicles, their histories, 
but the mines, have they ever had them? 
- There is nothing in the world, not even 
the sombre and Majestic. appearance: of 
an-old Gathedral, which: awakens such 
severe, such solemn thoughts,as the inte- 
riorof a mine. »There every drop of wa- 
ter that falls; every echo. that sounds, 
every light that shines ,'warn you as elo- 
quently of your nothingness, as the fune- 
ral marble that is trodden beneath the 
foot, or the death-Iknell of a neighborme 
church. In:amine, man id vain attemp's 
to master his emations, toc arm himself 
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th threatens bim,on all.sides ;..it is,at 
feet; itis above his head ; st .is.oll 


around him ;, water, fire,,earth, it clothes 


-| itself in.every form ;.it. borrows of jail the 
‘e| elements to vary its means of destruction. 


Let.one grain ofsand detach itself ; let a 
current.of .water, break throvgh the par- 
tow layer. of soil that.restrains it ;.let a 
hollow and distant,explosion interrupt the 
silence of the subterraneous echoes, and 
behold a, troop of unfortunates ‘belong no 
longer. to the living! . These galleries, so 
low..that it is mecessary. to. pass, through 
them :creeping, owe their foundation to 
late convulsions ; strong pillars bend al- 
ready. under the weight of galleries that 
to-night, to-morrow, or Jater, will crush 
them. like shattered glass. The heaps of 
earth that.are.seen.on the surface of this 
mine indicate perhaps as many tombs ; no 
cross, NO stones, no imperishable garlands 
reveal them to the indifferent traveller ;— 
but often towards evening, a mother, a 
widow, or orphans come to kneel there 
piously on. the soil, bare and entirely de- 
nuded of grass. 

This species of the earthquake is only 
the least of the dangers that threaten the 
miner ; he has, to dread more from the 
sudden inflammation of the gas; for the 
empire that holds rule over him, prevents 
him in. many places, from making use of 
the beautifuland inappreciable discovery 
of Davy. If. this meteorological pheno- 
menon is not to his eyes the work of a 
secret power, or. an, infernal spirit, it is 
still in his superstitious belief, an accident 
that is not in the power of man to pre+ 
vent the signal of almost certain death. 
Bujtgpll these dangers are not the more 
real, because they are not beyond the 
knowledge of man; science and learning 
will, soon succeed in preventing them en- 
tirely, or in rendering them infinitely more 
rate. tis. not thesame with instanta- 
neousinundations: Ina moment, at one 
blow of the pickaxe, one blow made care- 
lessly, might inundate-the mine, and this 
without-any one having time to take one 
step backwards, to’utter one regret for 
life, one thought for his family, one pray- 
er-to God.. The existence of one hun- 
dred; and sometimes two hundred men, 
is thus thrown at themercy of one impru- 
dent laborers, Ask the miners: to relate 
to you any.of these catastrophes, all will 
make the, sign-of the cross. This mine 
where theyywork isa theatre of them; 


not a'sidgle one among al whu has not 
one of his friends to weep'for. ia 
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“Phe Legistaturé of Tennessee has just 
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+» Firsta “important measures 
of the late session stands by common 
consent, the establishment of the nanx 
OF TENNESSEE, (a State Bank) connected 
as it iswith the magnificent appropriation 
of °$4,000;000: to works of inrranaL 
IMPROVEMENT, and $100,000 per annum 
to COMMON’ SCHOOLS. 1 
Among the funds which will constitute 
the capital of the State Bank, are about 
one million and a half of dollars, received 
on account of the surplus Revenue ; and 
the proceeds of the sales of the valuable 
lands in Oceoee district, acquired ‘unde 
the Cherokee treaty of 1836. * | 
The State interest in works of Internal 
Improvement was apportioned by ‘an 
appropriation of $650,000 to the Charles- 
ton and Cincinnati Rail Road ; $650,000 
to the Hiwassee road (running from the 
Georgia line to Knoxville ;) $1,600,000 
tofroads in’ Middle Tennessee, and $1,000 
000 to roads in the Western District ; 
and in addition to, these appropriations, 
$300,000 were apportioned to the im- 
provement of the navigation of the 
rivers in each of the three divisions of 
the State.” ‘To ensure the prompt pay- 
ment of the interest on the bonds to be 
issued by the State for purposes of In- 
ternal Improvements to enable the road 
companies to realize the investment 
without difficulty, the Bank of Tennessee 
was made the fiscal agent of the State. 


Out of the nett profits of the Bank the 
handsome annuity of $100,000 is gua- 
ranteed to Common-Schools, and $18, 
000 per annum to the county academies ; 
and by the same act two half townships 
of lands in the Oceoee District are set 
apart for the university of Nashville and 
East Tennesee college, in consideration 
of the claims of those institutions on the 
State for lands south of French, Broad 
and Holston,—Fredonian, é 
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COAL. 


We are informed by a Pittsburg paper, 
that. one thousand flat-boats have left 
that place the past year loaded with 
coal, worth it is supposed one million 
of dollars. . The coal trade is very fast 
rising into importance. The quantity 
received in this city in 1831, was but 
41,437 bushels, while in 1837 it amount- 
ed to 322,275., The coal of this vicinity 
is, said to be, of the best description 
for the production of Gas, which we hope 
to find shedding its mild radiance over 
our streets within a year from the present 
time. eye seprenscemens to this 
u ing be remarked that 

ee in the market 
present. time, than those, of any 
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consists of horses, oxen, jacks,: 

and mules; and all. sizes and 

inter at random. - Pod sonatas 
One this cotatructiantiahiphimsighe 


be called the “Novelty,” passed us| i 


yesterday on Main street, composed, in 
part, of eight oxen, one horse. and three 
mules, forming according to the best 
estimate we could make, a twelve horse’ 
power, sufficient on the rail way, to move 
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one hundred tons at the rate of ten miles | construction, that our cittzons havera tight Bei 


an hour, while here the power was 
expended in moving three tons at the 
rate of two miles an-hour, which is not 
far from the average velocity of our im- 
proved locomotives when under full 
headway.—From the St. Louis Argus. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT CONVENTION, 


We always take pleasure in giving|¢ 


publicity to any plan of operations re- 
commended by the people, for internal 
improvement purposes: and especially 
so, When they come to us clothed in the 
same spirit of candor that we find in the 
proceedings of thisconvention. We are 
indebted to the Olean Times for a copy 
of the proceedings. ..The, convention 
was composed of delegates from the wes- 
tern counties of this state and Pensylva- 
nia, and was held at Ellicottville, Catta- 


r county. > 

Me Bacon, in behalf of the committee 
ointed for that purpose, reported the 
feito owing resolutions, which were unan- 

oe adopted ; shout 
Resolved, That when experience has 
so fully proved the great benefits which 
result to all classes of community. from 
liberal appropriations for works of inter- 
nal. improvement, both in this.and other 
states of the Union, inthe coment this 
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}| the. convention 


to expect that the, canal commissioners 
will locate and put under contract the-re- |}. 
maining portions of the work early the 


ensuing season, and. hp dersigned, 


tlie same to its final 
Resolved, Thatwe- soma with 
sure that the report of Major G, W.| 
opog Engineer, to Con- 
subject of the improvement. 
of the Allegany. river-will be highly:fa- 
vorable to its:improvement for steamboat 
navigation, and that-in: view of the ‘ad- 


vantages which are to unite with it; we 





regard it as one of the most. important | Hlit , 


links in the whole-chain.ofinternal> 
land communication in the 
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as such we-confidently hope and believe! ~~ 


Congress will appreciate its. national im- 
portance, and make a liberal appropria~ 


ject. 


Resolved, That in-the opinion of thin 
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convention. the interests. of ten an 


















of the Union: would be’ greatly promoted 


by the immediate: co 


three works, that while we -have a deep | 


sectional interest in theif construction, 

we view them as national in their cha-} 
racter and general in the blessings which 
they would bestow—to none injurious in 
their operation, but extensively benefi- 
cial to all-and that w 
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